Introduction to Indian Legal History:
India has a rich tradition of law since ancient times. The Indian Legal History can be divided into the Hindu period, Muslim Period, British Period and Independent India. The ancient legal and the constitutional system show the concept of law in a Welfare State. It established a duty based society. Both individuals' duty towards the society and the duty of the King towards the individuals and society were of prime importance in the ancient Indian law. Earliest theories in law were Arthasastra of Kautilya dated 400 B.C. and Manusmriti by Manu dated 100 A.D.
The Muslim Period commenced in 1192 A.D. when Mohammad Ghori defeated King Prithiviraj. The fundamental concept in the Muslim Law like the Hindu Law was that the authority of the king was subordinate to that of law. Under the Muslim law, non-Muslims did not enjoy all the rights and privileges which the Muslims had. The first Muslim ruler who showed tolerance towards persons belonging to other religions was the Mughal Emperor Akbar. He repealed the discriminatory law regarding citizenship and created common citizenship and also one unanimous system of justice for all.
With the advent of British East India Company in 1600, the foundation of modern legal system was laid. The three Presidency towns of Bombay, Madras and Calcutta were set up and legal system consisting of both English Law and local personal laws of Hindus and Muslims were introduced. The British Parliament enacted the 'High Courts Act 1861' with the object of having a uniform and common judicial system. India attained independence from the British rule on August 15, 1947. India became a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic. Modern India has a federal structure with the Parliament /Central Government at the top and the State Legislatures/ Governments in each State of India.
The very best source of study of ancient Indian Legal and Constitutional History is Justice M. Rama Jois's book 'Legal and Constitutional History of India' published in two volumes. The first volume covers the ancient legal, judicial and constitutional system and the second volume covers the judicial system under Muslim rule and evolution of modern legal system. The book 'The Framing of India's Constitution: select documents' by B. Shiva Rao is also a worthwhile source for the understanding of Indian Constitution.
Indian Judicial System:
The legal hierarchical set up consists of the Supreme Court at the apex. There are High Courts in each state of India which are the final courts of appeal in those states. Below the High Court there are District Courts having a District Judge in charge of the administration of justice at district level. The Judges at lower levels of the rank of Junior or Senior Civil Judges, and Magistrates administering criminal jurisdiction, function below the District Judge. Apart from the hierarchy of regular courts, the Constitution also makes provisions for Special Tribunals to aid administration of justice.
Indian Legal Source Materials:
The primary Indian legal source materials are-• The Constitution of India, the supreme law 
Part I-The Constitution of India
The Constituent Assembly was formed to draft the Constitution of India. Its first meeting was held on December 9, 1946. The Constituent Assembly of India took almost three years to draft the Constitution.
3 The Constitution of India is the supreme law of the land and is divided into Twenty Two Parts containing 395 Articles and Twelve Schedules. 4 The Constitution is amended by the Constitution Amendment Acts. 5 The most important secondary sources for the constitution are: • Basu, Durga Das. Constitutional Law of India. New Delhi: Lexis Nexis Butterworths Wadhwa Nagpur, 2008.
• Basu, Durga Das. Shorter Constitution of India. 14th ed. New Delhi: Lexis Nexis Butterworths Wadhwa Nagpur, 2009.
• Jain, M.P. Indian Constitutional Law (with Constitutional Documents). 5th ed. Vol. 1&2. Nagpur: Wadhwa & Company, 2003.
• Rao, Shiva B., ed. 
Part V-Law Commission Reports
The Law Commission of India mainly deals with Law reforms and recommends revisions in the existing laws. The Commission submits its report at regular intervals to the Parliament. The first commission was set up in 1956 and had submitted fourteen reports. There are about 223 reports of the Law commission of India published till date. The present commission is the eighteenth commission. 9 The reports are in PDF format which can be easily accessed and downloaded.
10

Part VI -Legal Commentaries and Text Books
The legal commentaries for central as well as state laws are published by private publishers. Effort is made to list the better publications in a variety of legal areas relating to central legislation. The list is arranged alphabetically. 
